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filled with men-at-arms, sentries were placed at all the doors, and the shouts of soldiers patrolling the passages terrified the Pope even in his bed-chamber. Again and again he reminded the ambassadors of their safe conduct, and bound them by fresh oaths of protection, but in spite of the fair assurances he received, his situation grew daily more alarming. The Pope was in deadly terror of assassination, and at last his fears became so intolerable that he determined to flee once more into asylum. On the 23rd of December, 551, he managed to squeeze his great body through a little hole in the palace wall, and, under cover of darkness, got safe away to the sacred and inviolable sanctuary of St. Euphemia in Chalcedon.1
Here Vigilius was in comparative safety.   Even Justini dared not offer violence in that celebrated shrine.   About month later, however, on the 28th of January, he sent again former envoys, to persuade the Pope to accept a safe conduct leave the building.   But Vigilius repelled their overtures, sayi " I have fled to this basilica for no pecuniary or private but only to end a scandal to the Church, which for our sins known to the whole world.   If, therefore, that peace which Most Eeligious Emperor in his uncle's time granted to the be now restored, I need no oaths, but will come forth at If it be not, I still require no oaths, for I am determined ne* to leave this basilica unless the scandal be cut off from Goi Church."   He reminded the ambassadors of what -had done by the synod in the Palace of Placidia at the time of publication of the edict of 551, and he hinted that if violence was offered to himself, the sentences passed on and the rest would at once be made public.   Finally he message to the Emperor, warning him not to communicate the persons under the ban.   The ambassadors then
Three days afterwards Peter the Keferendarius carried Vigilius an unsigned letter, " so full of outrageous falseho and insults " that the Pope refused to believe the messenger's assurance that it came from Justinian himself. He replied to it, however, in an "Encyclica" addressed to the whole Church, in which he professed to give a simple and straightforward account of the controversy, and of the events which induced him to take refuge in the Church of St. Euphemia. 1 Vigitii EnvycUca.
